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Accidit Itic, quod ceteris mortalibus, ut inconfideratior in fecundd, quam in ade 


verfa effet Fortuna. , 


am, - 


. Nepos in Vita Dion. 
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HE Great Earl of Clarendon, in his incom- 
paratle Hiftory of the Rebellion, hath difplay- 
ed Himfelf in feveral Excellencies, which 
feem to give him an Advantage above any 
the moft mafterly Genius of the Augujfan Age. 

The two fhining Inftances are the Livelinefs and 


Propriety of his Charafters, which lead us into all the 
 fecret § — and Traces of Aétion, and his inimitahle 
| Wayo 


rking out the moft bufie and furprifing 
Funtlures and Turns of State, where the feveral con- 


) tending Interefts centre, and upon which the whole Mine 
| and Fate of the War depend ; whence the Noble Hi- 


jan takes an Opportunity to furnith us with fach juft 
Remarks and Obfervations upon the Condutt and Con- 

uences of every publick Emergence, as, in Circum- 
fances of the like Nature, may be of immenfe Ufe to 
after Ages. : : 

The moft remarkable Crifis is that which takes up 
the Seventh Book of his Second Volume, when the Tide ot 


» Fortune ran high for the Royal Caufe, and a Lucid In- 


> terval of Succefs feem’d to promife a joyful 


of Tri- 


umph and Victory to the Crown and the Church. After 


the Battles of Stratton, Lanfdown, and Roundway-Down, 
> andthe Taking of ri/fol and Exeter, the King’s Friends 
} and Forces were enliven’d with new Spirit and Vigour ; 


the Stream of Providence went fmoothly for them, 


) and their Profperity kept fo even a-Pace with the Ju- 


fice of their Arms, that they concluded they were Ma- 
fers of the War, and all their Care was how they fhould 
difpofe of a vanquifh’d Enemy. On the other Hand, 
the Rebels were Difpirited ; their Caufe feem’d to be 


> as Defperate as it was Unjuft and Wicked : Diftraction 


» laying 


> ther and digefted un 


and Jealoufie raged among them : Their Guilt and their 
Fears kept them in Sufpence, between Rifquing all, and 

Genives at the Feet of the Conqueror. The 
Moderate Party, who had not run the fame Lengths 
with their Leaders, began to meditate Peace and Ac- 
commodation ; but the Men of Blood, whofe conftant 
Aim was Root and Branch, cry’d to Scotland for Help, 


» and look’d every Day when their incens’d Monarch 


fhould bring Defolation home to them, and appear at 
their Gates with his Victorious Followers. 

It was amazing that all this Sun-thine fhould be fo 
foon Over-caft, and this Series of Succefs turn to no Ac- 
count : That the Royal ne fhould ~~ every Op- 
ys ar fall from all his Glory and ewe to 

firft their Captive, then their Slave, and at lz 
Victim. A Cataftrophe ! as‘ little fore as it was 
without Parallel ; the difmal Effe&ts of which we fill 
fenfibly feel and labour under. Here the Noble Author 
re like himfelf; and in the cleareft and moft pathe- 
tick Manner touches upon the many unhappy Meafures, 
the falfe Steps, and fatal Omiflions, that contributed to 
this difmal Turn, and made way for thofe Scenes of 
Horror and Confufion. A Colleétion of all this Mif- 

, and a full View of the feveral Countfels 
that influenced that Y sesrienn when they are laid toge- 
er proper Heads, however Melan- 


choly an Entertainment it may appear, will ferve to keep 


} dive the Caution at leaft, if not to direct the Conduét, 
_ of Pofteriry. 


One great Obfiruction te the Royal Intereft at 
tat time, was, the Prevalence of private Paflion, the 


giving way to Revenge, and the ardent Defire of Cha- 
ftifing fome few infolent Subjects, whofe Provocations 
were all a ae intended purcly to divert the 
King’s Arms ; whereby he was drawn off from puthing 
his in the right Place, and ing Terror into 
the main Body of the Enemy. This occafion'd the Siege of 
Gloucefter ; and that Incident gave a Turn to the Fate of 
Three Kingdoms. 

_ Another falfe Step was, the dilatory Neglect of Time 
and Opportunity, a heedlefs Courfe of Procraftination, 
as Faraf in Politicks as in Religion. That Maxim in 
Tacitus, Qui deliberant a is of the utmoft 
Confequence in publick Bufinefs, where the Meafures 
to be taken are obvious and uncontefted, and nothing is 
wanting but Activity and Execution. Time is the Mea- 
fure of our Charaéters as well as of our Lives ; and by 
the right Ufe of a few Moments, Men grow to be Im- 
raortal. 

Perplexity and Confufion in Advice, had the fame 
evil Confequences as Delay. When Men, wanton with 
Succefs, and aé€tuated by private Views or Appetites, 

ull'‘d a different way from the Patriots and truly Pub- 

ick-Spirited, there could be no great Profpeét of a 
happy Ifue ; for, among the Relvels, Fear and Guile 
produced a ftri@er Union, than Zeal and Innocence 
among the Loyalifts. Thus whilft the State-Phyficians 
were divided in their Opinions, whether to Cure or Cut 
4 the — ’d Part, —_ - ufe mew the 

, or the Lemperate Regimen, the poor declinin 

Body Politick, the Patient, expired under their Hands. ? 

o lefs Fatal was that unhappy Temper and Cuftom 
of many of the King’s Party, who took Meafures and 

Precedents for their Conduét from the Rebels ; and 
thought it not unlawful to ufe them as they had ferved 
others, and to practife their own Arts upon an unge- 
nerous Enemy. Every one, who takes thefe Advan- 
tages, ftlands Condemn'd in his own Judgment, and 
levels humfelf with thofe whom he is moft forward to 
Cenfure. This Piece of Management is {till more un- 
juftifiable and more ruinous, if it extends to the Vio- 
lation of any known Laws, or to the Damage and In- 
fringement ot the Conftitution. A Nation muft perifh, 
where One Side is Wicked and Treacherous by Principle, 
and the Other out of Spite or by Imitation. 

The want of Difcipline, and a general Licentiouf- 
nefs that fpread over the Court and Afrmy, fo contrary 
to the Example and Maxims of the Rvyal Marnr, gave 
a confiderable Shock to his Interefts. There is fo clofe 
an Analogy between Natural and Moral Corrupti 
that a 
Vice, than the Body Natural can get over the common 
Date of Mortality. A Run of Hypocrifie, Cant, Fa- 
naticifm, and Villany in Difguife, are an ual Match 
for Immorality, when they come to join Battle, though 
they involve a Nation in a much deeper Guilt: Becaufe 
Intereft is the chief End of fuch a Habit, as Pleafure is 
of the Other. Vice draws on an Entail of Temporal 
Curfes ; but Hypocrifie is often put off to the i 
ment of another Life. True Viety is therefore the oni¥ 
Weapon fit to Combar fuch Black Satnts ; it expofes 
their Defigns in a true.Light, and raifes the Courage to 
nobler Heights, than Bigotry and Ejathufia{m. 


ns 
y Politick can no more outlive the Growth of 
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Jick A ffatrs. 


A difregard of he popular Virtues was another 
failure if the hs ge of that Time. They who would 
trn Ambition thé right way, and afpire to the Hearts 
of the People, which is the nobleft and moft ftable 
Empire, muft condefcénd to all their Frailties, hiimour 


from my Lord Clarendon, few of His Muyefy sf. 
lowers of any Eminence were uninfected; ands... 
more fo than the great Lord Hopton, who, next to +, 


_ Royal Martyr, is apparently the Hero of the H }.+y, 


Another piece of Mifmanagement was the exnofn, 


their prevailing Sentiments, Jead themby the Cords of of Majefty to too many Condefcentions ; for which the 


Gentlenefs and Forbearancéy and court‘them as a Lover 


addrefles ‘to a wayward MiftrefS, who is confcious of 


her Power, who Prides her felf in her Fortune, and 
whom nothing but Coniplaifance, fuperior to her Va- 
nily, can win to a Srate of Subjeétion), 

There was alfo an implacable Spirit in many belong- 


“ing tothe Court of King Charles, which plung’d him 


<lecp ia Misfortuness » Thefe Men could not forget In- 


‘juries; and pafs over Provocations with'a Paffive Calm- 


nefs, that furpafles the higheft Effortsof #fwick Valour: 
They could not think of Reconciliation with a bafe un- 


-generous Foe ; and therefore would-nor-ftoop to thofé 


Arts which are fo abfolutely neceflary for the breakin 
a Faction, by diffolving the Ties of “fnreteft, which f 
the Bond of Inquiry, and difperfing a Confederacy the 
fame way it is ford and drawn together. On the 
other Hand the King had thofe abour him, who fell in- 
to the contrary Extreana, and fubmitted ‘to-any Conde- 
fcentions, offer'd any Terms to an infolent Party, who 
knew how to abufeduch Lenity to the beft Advantage, 


neceflity of the King’s Affairs was the only Pretey-<. 
but doubtlefs the breaking through the Forms of A; 
_ drefs, and the difficulties of Approach-to the Thron. 
; which are the Outworks of Sovereignty, was a gre 


‘I Inconyénience to the “King, render’d his Sacred Chan, 


_ter cheap, his Hours of Bufinefs uneafie;-and made hj, 
Goodnefs fubfervient to his Ruin. 
With, thefe Meafues we may reckon the ill Coniya 

of the Court, with refpect to Converts, who. certainly 
fhould have been ¢ncourag’d ‘and ‘retained, ‘when they 
had given Proofs of their Sincerity, had made a {y%. 
cient Attonement, and were in defpair of making the 
fame Intereft with the Enemy, efpecially if they hai 
been in any Secret, or admitted to a more than ordinary 
Confidence: The neglecting thefe, or expofing them to 
private Cabals, and the Frowns of thofe who had ne. 
ver fwery'd from their Duty, was of fatal Confequence: 
‘as in the Cafe of the Farls of Bedford and Aulland 
Such Managément forc’d them Body and Soul int 
the contrary Service, pufh’d them upon defperate Enten 


the enlargement of their Demands,.’ the gaining of prizes as Marks of their Reconverfion ;: whereas jf 


Time, and the infufiuginew Jealoufies into the People. 
Inteftine Diflentions: prov'd another Incident fatal to 


‘the Royal Caufe.. Men of high Birth, ftrong Paffions, 


aud weighty Pretenfiens,could not be brought to trutkle 
to thofe they diflik’d or diftrufted, in Points of Honour} 
or where Preferment-was:at Stake. They were apt to 
find fault with the State ot Affairs,’ on purpofe to ren- 
der themfelves neceflary, and to thift off the Imputa- 
tion of-any Mifcarriage upon others: They mingled 
their Family-Quarrels with the Common Caufe; and 


introduced many Fewds and Diffentions into the Court 


and Camp, which weaken d the King’s Intereft, leffen’d 
the numbers of his Friends; and fed the Pub- 
So that whilft che Canfe of Anarchy and 
Confufion profper'd by the Arts and*Power of Love 


and Unity, that of Monarchy fell to. Pieces by Faétion 


yore alfe Share in thefe -Misforta 

lv O @ great;Snare in thefe Mi nes. 
King Charles had raisd fome Men to ' the-+higheft Dig- 
nities, upen the bare Pretence of Merit, of which he 
was a good judges » Lhis:prov'd a Grievance ;' and fome 
of his Favopmtety;who mounted per Saltum, wanted 
the extraondimary Giftof Patience, andcould not brook 
ro be unjuily Cemfur'd: Others would ‘not meet or 
not agree jfi Council with. thofe they Undervalu’d or 
avere jealous of: Some affected to di@ate, others to 
oppole ; and tew were Difinterefted and Impartial, 
Condefcending or Temperate : Whereas*Wifdom, like 
Beauty, is fometimes to be cull’d from many Heads, as 
ane wre from this , Face, and another from that ; 
whilit the Rebels were held together by. a due Suborna- 
uion of their Underfiandings, and the great End of their 
Treafons te Bhey had few:»/e Men among them, whom 
therefore they implicitly follow’d ; and fcarce any Good, 
which made'them all of a Picce. 

* Ambition-and Self-Intereft, were no Jefs prevalent: 
For wheniSuccefs had warm’d their Hopes, every Man 
began to reckon for himfelf, to magnify his Merit and 
Services, to mufter the number of his’ Friends, and en- 
force the neceffiry of obliging them ; to puth his Preten- 
fions, and fometimes to menace Difguft and Retirement 


‘thom ie. Vhis Spirit of Avarice, and Importu- 


nity for ard before the Work was finifhed, prov’d 
a mighty Difadvantage to the Court: For the Conta- 
gion was fo-Univerfal, that as far as we can gather 


they had been unfufpeSted, and fhelrer’d only fiog 
Difgrace, they might have continu’d Faithful, withou 
any other Favour Fat the Probability of recovering al 
byan After-gime of Reputation. There was a contr 
ry Extream to this, which obrain’d-at other times 
when they were too Eafie and Indulgent in admitting 
Profelites upon the flendereft Recommendation ; where 
by they brought Spies into their Councils, and Vipers 
into their Bofom. This was too loofe an Expofition of 
the dei Proverb, which warns us to have a Care of 
Profelites to the Tenth Generation. “i 

Laftly, the Noble Hiforian complains of the Methods 
‘taken to difguft real Merit, the overlooking: unteignd 
Loyalty, aid a long Courfe of great and fignal Services, 
‘arid fometimes, initead of a Aa punithing them 
‘with Poverty, Difcontent, and Suffering, . This drove 
many into Defpair, made them queftion the Goodnel 
‘of their Caufe, and reconcil’d them to their; Enemies; 
whilft others, more Honeft, were content to withdraw, 
went into Exile, or liv’d in a State of Recefs and Ii 
activity. Virtue indeed ought to be always the fame, 
and to fubfift upon the Profpect of Futuriry.. Public 
Spiritedne{s and'Paffive Obedience are both Duties ; but 
whoever puts them to the fevereft Trials, foments a 
War between Nature and Grace, which may prove Fatd 
in the End, and was perfectly Unneceilary in the 
Beginning. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


‘a pervens the Publick being impofed upon by Counterfeits: 
The true Royal Ghymical Wath-ball for beautitying tht 
Hands and Face, as is from the firft Author, without Mercury, ot 
any thing prepdicial, largely experienced, and highly recom- 
mended by ail that ufe them; and that for making the Skin ‘0 
delicately {ott and fmooth, as not to be parallel’d by either Wath, 
Powder, or Cofmetick: And it being indeed a real beaurifier ot 
the Skin, by taking off all Deformities, as Tettars, Ring-worms, 
Morphews, Sun-burns, Scurf, Pimples, Pitts, or rednefs of the 
Smail-Pox, keeping it of a laiting and extream Whitenefs : It foca 
alters red or rough Hands, andis admirable in fhaving the Head, 
Which not only gives an exquifite fharpnefs to the Kazor, but (0 
Comforts the Brain and Nerves, as to prevent taking Cold, ands 
of a grateful and pleafant Scent ; which has been fold above the! 
cight Years, at the corner of Pope’s Head Alley in Cornhil, again‘t 
the Royal Exchange, and is till continued to be Soldat the {aid 
Shop, by Mr. Lambert, Glove-feller, and at Mrs. King’s Toy-fliop 
in Weitminiter-hail, Price 1s. each, and Ajlowance by the dozea- 
Beware of Counterfeits which may prove very prejudicial. 
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